
drop everything, to learn more about what miracles books do when they travel . . . 
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THE
READ ING
GAP

A developed nation in terms of 
strong GDP and Per Cpatia 
Income without Enlightened 
C i t i z e n s i s a d a n g e r o u s 
proposition. One of the critical 
components  to measure the 
degree of englighthen is the 
reading habits. The Figures in India 
aren't very encouraging and that is 
major concerns for all of us. A 
cumulative analysis of last 3 years 
studies show that an average 
Indian in Urban India reads  ONLY 
around 30 minutes per week. A 
Lack of detailed reading trends 
itself is a reflection the priority 
Reading has in our country. 



we buy books, read them once and 
store away for good and 

on other hand we have millions 
who are hungry to read but has no 

access to books

connecting idle books 
to hungry minds

the paradox
of today

the balance
of tomorrow

 br  dging
the gap



the big   dea
building an enlightened nation by

igniting a Reading Revolution
by connecting idle books to hungry minds 



The 
Challenge

THEORY of 
CHANGE

Food4Thought Foundation

The 
BELIEF

The PURPOSE 

The MISSION 

FOUNDATION ASPIRATIONS ANTICIPATED 
CHANGES

Universalising - The Reading Spaces Joy of Reading - The Active Reading Spaces

A developed nation without enlightened 
citizens is a shocking proposition. Such 
citizens can be prone to the feeling of bias, 
prejudice, shame, frustration, loneliness and 
fear, thereby becoming vulnerable, reclusive 
and endangering the nation’s progress.

We believe one of the critical components in the 
creation of enlightened nation and citizens is the 
cultivation of reading habit.

building an enlightened nation by 
universalising access to books and 

creating joy for reading by 
igniting a reading revolution               

• Building Reading Spaces (Provide people with 

opportunities to access and read books) 

• Create Active Reading Spaces (Joy of Reading : 

Making reading ‘fashionable’) 

• Save Endangered Stories  (Saving indigenous 

heritage for coming generations)  
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Readers Added 

Reenergise idle books  

Enlarging Library Circle

Area covered (Geography)

Differential Library Formats

Endangered Stories Saved 

• Library Formats (Schools, Communities, Public, Hospitals, 
Corporates, Walking Library Project, reCYCLE, Vocational 
Centres etc.), Demographic profile of Readers, The Geography 
covered  

• Joy of Reading Framework (Joy of Reading - Museum Visits, Library Visit 
and Storytelling & Reading), India Reading Olympiad (School ~ 
Corporates ~ Colleges, Region, India level)

The Outcomes The IMPACT 

• Building libraries were no libraries 
existed

• Increase in new readers coming to 
library

• Reading habits increased among readers

• More demand for libraries from all parts of 
India

• Increase in the nature of demographic profile of 
the readers 

• Idle books in circulation 

• Information gained through new stories 

Economic
• Participation in Govt sponsored social welfare programs 
• Reduction in print cost (Green Impact) by rotating idle 

books 

Social
• Launch of voluntary programs for upliftment of society 
• Reduction in the Urban - Rural divide for access of titles

Civic

• Voting Participation in democratic processes 
• Decrease in untoward escalations like Road Rage etc

Academic

• Increase in academic performance of  students
• Increase in the information literacy (non students) 

Culturally

• Increase in tolerance levels & social inclusion 
• Sense of pride for local stories, culture and customs 

Enlightened Nation - Igniting Reading Revolution

• India Reading Habits Study, Reenergise idle Books (connecting idle books to 
hungry minds), iambond (registered readers), Saving Endangered Stories 
(Tribes, Languages etc.), Blind Date with Books  
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Readers Added 

Enlarging Library Circle (No of Libraries)  

Area covered (Geography)

Differential Library Formats

Endangered Stories Saved 

 (Registered Book Lovers) 

Relife to idle books  (Idle books circulated) 
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From the  
Founders desk

The last 18 months have been a tough period as well as merciless teacher to all of us; the foundation was no exception to this. 
With the closure of schools, the children lost access to school rooms, friends, teachers, library, books and more.

It was time to think out of the box! Our Foundation team went back to the drawing board and started reworking its 
approach, in terms of engaging various stakeholders, virtually, given all the limitations of no mobiles, limited data 
availability, non familiarity with online tools etc . As a priority the Foundation articulated that it needed to engage with 
Teachers, Children and School Principals. 

The Foundation realized that the biggest challenge faced was by our teachers, as they had to transit rapidly and equip 
themselves to teach through digital medium. The Foundation took upon itself to conduct Online Workshops where in the 
teachers were trained on how to use zoom, how to use different methods to engage students on digital platforms, some do’s 
and don't etc. We are happy to share we trained over 1000+ teachers over the period of first six months. 

The next set of stakeholders were the children for whom we conducted online Joy of Reading sessions, Story Telling sessions, 
Book Discussion sessions etc. We are continuing these sessions and have now rescheduled the sessions to weekends post the 
lockdown was lifted. We are happy to share that more than 10000 students have got benefitted over the last 18 months. 

During this whole process, we are in regular discussions with the Principals and seeking their feedback from time to time to 
ensure a smooth transition in this difficult period. 

We are very thankful to our dedicated team at Foundation and our sponsors from Amadeus Labs who ensured that the      
game-plan to open next 100 liberties didn’t take a backseat and we ensured we continued that path. A special thanks to team 
Signode & Green Gold Animation for their continued support to help foundation survive this crisis.   

We pledge we will reach our milestone of 500 Libraries by our next Foundation day. 

Ms. Madhavi Sharma 
Co-Founder & DIrector

K Srinivas Rao   
Founder & President

Ms. Shefali Rao 
Co-Founder & General Secretary 



Readers Added 

Relife to idle books  (Idle books circulated) 

Enlarging Library Circle (No of Libraries)  

Area covered (Geography)

Differential Library Formats

Endangered Stories Saved 

 (Registered Book Lovers) 

FY 2016-17 FY 2017-18

167 10333 

056 125 

007 009 

007 012 

17885 35600 

008 
States 
012 Cities 

019 
States 
057 Cities 

I M P A C T

FY 2018-19

16500 

205 

021 
States 
081 Cities 

012 

015 

62340 

FY 2019-20

26500 

325 

022 
States 

088 Cities 

012 

151 

97200 

FY 2020-21

35675 

412 

022 
States 

084 Cities 

012 

501 

112650
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2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

167

10333

• As of Mar’2021, we have 35675 Registered Readers with Registered ID cards across India. 
Each of these reader has a specific ID and when books are issued, they are tagged to this 
reader / book lover.

• The process slowed down because of closure of schools during lockdown. 

• The focus continues to be on registering Book Lovers / Readers from the Schools

• Other book lovers who use community library don’t have registered ID cards as of now 

2020-2126500

Readers Added
(Registered Book Lovers)

16500

35675

2019-20



56

325

• We have built and are operating 412 Libraries across India in various 
formats ranging from School to Community to Mobile libraries (reCYCLE)  

• We are extremely proud that we were able to achieve our goal of ‘One 
Library Every Week’  despite constraints during lockdown.


• Each library is tracked on READER Index to study the impact at the Micro 
(Grass root) level in terms of qualitative impact it is making on children / 
book lovers / reader lives.

205

Enlarging Library circle
(Number of Operating Libraries)

125

412

2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

2020-21

2019-20



008 019

012

057

Cities

States

• We are operating in 22 States and Union Territories in 88 cities across India in a short 
span of 5 years of operations.  

• The sustained focus on spread the wings has resulted in almost a Pan India presence & 
we have started consolidating operations now  

• .

• We have grown evenly pan India ranging from South to  North-East, upto J&K 

• Efforts are being made to touch 100+ cities and goal is for each city to have a 
minimum cluster of 5 libraries. 

Areas Covered 
(Geographical Spread)

22

084

021

081

088

22

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2020-212019-20



009

012

• We have always believed that readers / book lovers come in all shapes and 
sizes and hence we need to build differential library formats to suit their 
needs and aspirations. The following are the current formats. To ensure 
larger impact we have not added any new formats and are focusing on 
consolidating the existing ones:     

1.School 
2.College 
3.Community 
4.Hospitals 
5.Jails
6. Arts College 

7. nLIGHTEN  (Corporate)   
8. reCYCLE (Mobile) 
9. Vocational Training Centers 10. 
Public Parks
11. Temple
12. Walking Library

007

012

012

2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

2020-21

2019-20

Differential Library Format 



007

012

015

• Saving Stories / Folklore / Cultural Heritage has been one of the core goals of 
foundation.

• We have captured and digitized 501 stories till now.  These are available on YouTube for 
public viewing.


• We are happy to share that we have successfully moved beyond English language and 
have worked on 11 Indian Languages in which these stories will be restored. 

• We intend to continue the Podcast format to digitize the endangered stories in form of 
Story Telling Stories.  

151

501

2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

2020-21

2019-20

Endangered Stories Saved 



17885

35600

• Bringing idle books to Re-life is one of the core objectives of the foundation and we 
are proud and happy to share we have been extremely successful on this front.


• Currently we are proud custodians of approx. 112650 books, periodicals and 
magazines; each duly registered in Tracker software and bar code tagged. 

• All these books have come from donation by book lovers ranging from the age 
group of 8 to 80 and we have around 10  plus language books and magazines in our 
libraries. 

(Idle books circulated)

62340

97200

112650

2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

2020-21

2019-20

Reenergise Idle Books



GOING
BEYOND
REGULAR
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The	Secret	Sauce	:



I am very happy to announce that, Food4thought foundation NGO 
and Amadeus Company  has  extended Academic support by 
providing library books in English and Kannada Medium for 50 
Govt. Schools, with an Objective for raise the quality of Primary 
Education In Rural areas of Hosakote Taluk, Bengaluru Rural  
District. 

These books are kept open to the students and are 
Highly useful to the students to develop the reading 
Skills and also comprehensive language skills. 

Ms S.N.Kannaiah 
Block Education Officer 

Hosakote Taluk 
Bengaluru Rural District 

Libraries 100



Food4thoughtfoundation organised weekly at least 2 online story 
sessions, dictionary sessions . Every week 1 teachers oriented 
workshops was also organised by experts. 
Further the students who participated in IRO 2020 through also 
have been awarded with Certificate. 
We thank Food4thoughtfoundation and Signode Ltd for conducting 
these activities and request for the same next year also. 

Ms  V.Ramadevi  
Principal 

ZPHS Rudraram, Telangana 
We thank Food4thoughtfoundation and Signode Ltd for 
providing library in our School . 

Weekly online story and dictionary sessions were very 
helpful to the students. The workshops conducted for 
the teachers have helped a lot and the teachers learned 
new techniques 

Mr Devdas 
Principal 

MPPS Chitkul, Telangana 

Ghar Ghar Pustakalaya GGP



 Success  
Stories

Surprisingly  
even today we love peeping into 
some else’s book and read what’s in there!  

School           :  SSGM Chachar 
Library Code :  L-AA-000264 
Location        : Assam



  Success  
Stories

ho needs 
benches and libraries! true blue
book lovers just need books 

W

School           :  MPPS Chitkul    
Library Code :  L-AA-000201 
Location        :  Telangana  

When students play the role of 
librarian



 Success  
Stories

Friends 
 with benefits- Taking help from Dictionary to 
overcome obstacles in form of new & difficult 
words

School          : MPPS Anjai Ngr 
Library Code : L-AA-000216 
Location        : Telangana



  Success  
Stories

assionate 
book lovers who are willing to go 
beyond and look for opportunities to 
achieve the Joy of Reading & 
writing reviews in their 
'iambondpassports'

P eyond 
Joy of receiving awards for their 
reviews

B

School           :  MPPS Matoor 
Library Code :  L-AA-000281 
Location        :  Telangana

School           : MPPS Siddiqnagar 
Library Code :  L-AA- 000215 
Location        :  Hyderabad



 Success  
Stories

Heroes
Come in all shapes and sizes.
Designing puppets for online Story Telling 
Sessions during pandemic 

Student   :  Viraj Poi 
Library Code  :  L-AA-000092 
Location         :  SSGM,Satara, 
Maharashtra

Student   :  Eishwar 
Library Code  :  L-AA-000008 
Location         :  MPPS Shamshiguda,Hyderabad, 
Telangana



  Success  
Stories

ow
the world didn’t stop during the Pandemic 
As students read books, reflected, wrote & shared 
reviews online, without any language barriers

W



 Success  
Stories

A ge is just a number
Our Champions “iambond“ are young & passionate 
towards the cause. All did their bit to run donation 
drives and Reignite reading revolution 

Colony        : L&T Serene County  
Books Donated : 800+ 
Location        : Gachibowli, Hyderabad



Virtual Joy of Reading

APPRECIATE THE 
AMAZING EFFORTS 

OF OUR STORY 
TELLERS WHO 

CAPTURED THE 
HEARTS OF OUR 

STUDENTS IN 
6 DIFFERENT 
LANGUAGES!



  Success  
Stories

hank You 
can be expressed in many forms and shapes, 
but the warmth is still the same.  Our Students 
conveyed the same in form of Joy of reading

T
20+ Sessions, 

250+ stories narrated by kids 
 
10 Languages 

English, Hindi, Marathi, Telugu, Tamil, Kannada, 
Malayalam, Gujarati, 
Sanskrit and Assamese



The National Teachers Joy of Reading Program

Foundation Partners

Trained over 1000+ Teachers across India
On Techniques of Online Teaching, Story Telling, 
Students Psychology in Stressful Times, etc. 

Trainer : 7

Series 12:Workshop

Topics Covered : 

How to Use Story Telling in Classroom with Techniques

Story Telling through Theatrical Mode

How to Use Creativity /Activity in Story Telling

Role of Digital in Story Telling

Introduction to Story Writing

Counselling and its Importance in students

Stress Management in Students

Understanding the Students

Types and Ways of Learning

Special Education

Classroom and Behavioural Management

 
OUR SINCERE THANKS TO ALL TEACHERS & 
LIBRARIANS FOR MAKING THESE WORKSHOPS 
SUCCESSFUL



 inspiration

Best Software  
Product - Social  
Impact Category  
HYSEA - 2017

Hyderabad  
Top 10  

Startups
HYSEA - 2017

IIM Indore  
Kalpavriksha  
Jury Special  
Recognition  

2017

eNGO Digital  
Empowerment  
and Tools- 2016  

Finalist

Change Maker -  
GAP Foundation
- Madhavi Sharma

2018



 inspiration



       FORBES INDIA MAGAZINE

              #Vocal for Local” Campaign

K Srinivas Rao, Founder and 
Chairman of Food 4 Thought 
Foundation and The Strategist & has 
been featured on the cover of Forbes 
India Magazine as one among the top 
torchbearers of the ‘Vocal for Local’ 
campaign.



TIMES HYDERABAD HEROES

#City Couple has a story for every child

Times of India recognizes and lauds 
city’s Good Samaritans through its 
Times Hyderabad Heroes Initiative. 

Food4Thought is one of the 12 
WINNERS of 2020 .



india reading olympiad

india reading olympiad is a platform which enables, 
encourages, endorses an ecosystem which create 
active reading spaces & joy for reading and 
appreciates the efforts towards igniting a reading 
revolution across 13 categories. The three broad 
objectives of the india reading olympiad are 
Encourage reading habits and enable Joy of Reading 
at large, Encourage and appreciate individuals, groups 
and institutions which promote reading and Inspire 
citizens to become lifelong readers & book lovers.  
 

india reading Olympiad 2021 was presented by 
Amadeus Labs, India and supported by Srinivasa 
Farms, Signode India, Green Gold Animation along 
with Hyderabad Literary Festival.



india reading olympiad

Concept Note:

http://food4thoughtfoundation.org/concept-note/

Role Model Magazine: 
h t tp : / / food4 thought foundat ion .o rg / ro le -mode l -
magazine-2021/

Winners 2021: 
http://food4thoughtfoundation.org/winners-2021/ 

Recording Version of Event: 
https://www.facebook.com/food4thoughtfoundation.org/
videos/3954123037931247 

http://food4thoughtfoundation.org/concept-note/
http://food4thoughtfoundation.org/role-model-magazine-2021/
http://food4thoughtfoundation.org/role-model-magazine-2021/
http://food4thoughtfoundation.org/winners-2021/
https://www.facebook.com/food4thoughtfoundation.org/videos/3954123037931247
https://www.facebook.com/food4thoughtfoundation.org/videos/3954123037931247


india reading olympiad

School Participation: 
85 Schools Pan India

Winners 2021: 
Category English:3 Winners

Category Hindi: 3 Winners

Category Vernacular:3 Winners

(Telugu and Marathi)

Students Participation: 
Total 675 students enrolled  
Online participation, Pan India 
Individual Certificates distributed  



We at Food 4 Thought Foundation believe that in 
this age of fast life, we are losing touch with our 
past. One of the everlasting strengths of our 
culture has been its ethos which has been passed 
over centuries through folklore & stories, and with 
each passing day these stories are getting in lost in 
maze of unwarranted data & information  
Project 'Save Endangered Stories’ focuses on 
recording & saving endangered stories, folklores 
etc. which are being passed through generations 
and are now facing a possible extinction. These 
recorded stories will also be digitized and be 
available for wider circulation & reference  through 
e-Libraries.  
Our Major Focus areas is to Digitize and Record 
endangered books & catalogue them in a Podcast 

Today we take the pride of having around 85000+ 
views  on our 500+ stories/ videos in 11 religion 
languages on YouTube

SAVE ENDANGERED 

Save Endangered Stories 



SAVE ENDANGERED 



 n honour
 (In Media) 

http://food4thoughtfoundation.org/online-media/ 

http://food4thoughtfoundation.org/print-media/ 

On various occasion  F4TF works has been covered by the following 
media groups in print and TV channel at various occasion:

http://food4thoughtfoundation.org/online-media/
http://food4thoughtfoundation.org/print-media/


   

n collab
Partners ~ Collaborators

We appreciate the 
confidence expressed 
and for financial 
support extended for 
conducting India 
Reading Olympiad 

For financially  
supporting the  
foundation in 
building and 
operating libraries 

For supporting the  
foundation by 
providing  over 10000 
Chotta Bheem books 
and stationary 
materials  

Heartfelt Gratitude 
to  all our Corporate Partners  for  standing  by us  and  supporting us  relentlessly

For supporting the  
foundation by 
adopting  3 libraries 
in Telangana and  
supporting the cause 
by  encouraging 
employees  to drive 
the campaigns

For supporting the  
foundation by 
adopting  100  
libraries in Karnataka 
and  supporting the 
cause by  encouraging 
employees  to 
volunteer for IRO

For supporting the  
foundation by 
adopting  3 libraries 
in Bengaluru and  
supporting the cause 
by  encouraging 
employees  to drive 
the campaigns



n collab

NSS IIT Delhi is 
supporting the 
foundation through the 
reCYCLE program, 
wherein students 
operate mobile libraries 
and conduct Joy of 
Reading sessions 

We appreciate the  
confidence expressed  
and giving us the  
opportunity to 
operate libraries in 
communities and 
other sections of 
society

Partners ~ Collaborators

We appreciate the  
confidence expressed  
and giving us the  
opportunity to build  
and operate libraries 
in  their schools PAN 
India

For supporting the  
foundation by 
providing  volunteers 
to build  Endangered 
Stories and  
Vocational centres for  
libraries

Heartfelt Gratitude 
to  all our Corporate Partners  for  standing  by us  and  supporting us  

relentlessly

For financially  supporting 
the  foundation for last  
three years and  for  
extending their office  
space to accommodate 
operations of   
Foundation.

For unconditionally  
supporting the cause 
by  providing free 
Stall at Hyd Lit-Fest 
for 1st two years &  
encouraging us by 
introducing us to  the 
celebrity guests & 
other forums



n collab
Partners ~ Collaborators

For supporting the 
cause , by discounting 
the courier changes 
for transporting of 
books and ensuring 
timely delivery across 
India

For supporting the 
cause, allowing to 
build and operate 
Libraries in their 
Hospitals 

For supporting 
building and 
operating Libraries in 
the Gujarat Schools

For supporting the 
building and 
operating of  
Libraries in the 
North- East 
Community Villages

Heartfelt Gratitude 
to  all our Corporate Partners  for  standing  by us  and  supporting us  relentlessly

For supporting the 
cause, allowing to 
build and operate 
Libraries in their 
Hospitals 

We appreciate the 
confidence expressed 
and giving us the 
opportunity to build 
and operate libraries 
in the Juvenile Jail



n collab
Partners ~ Collaborators

We appreciate the 
confidence expressed 
for book donation 
and other activities

For supporting Joy of 
Reading drives at 
Hyderabad Literary 
Festival and beyond 
by providing free 
classmate books for 
visting kids

For supporting by 
providing free  
storage space for 
Master Library Books 
at Hyderabad

We appreciate the 
confidence expressed 
for book donation 
and other activities

For being the  
technology partner in  
building Mobile APP  
and continuously  
upgrading based on 
the  needs and 
aspirations of  
stakeholders

Heartfelt Gratitude 
to  all our Corporate Partners  for  standing  by us  and  supporting us  relentlessly

For being the  
technology partner in  
building TRACKER 
and  continuously 
upgrading  based on 
the needs and  
aspirations of  
stakeholders



n collab
Partners ~ Collaborators

We appreciate the 
support by providing 
us Vernacular books 
on discounted rates 

We appreciate the 
support by providing 
us books on 
discounted rates 

We appreciate the 
support by providing 
us books on 
discounted rates 

We appreciate the 
support by providing 
us logistics support 
on discounted rates 
across AP and 
Telangana 

Heartfelt Gratitude 
to  all our Corporate Partners  for  standing  by us  and  supporting us  

relentlessly



2017 . . .We Promised . . .and with your support we begin the journey . . . 



2018 . . .We Promised . . .With your support we have began the journey . . . 



2019 . . .Our Target . . .With your support we hope to begin the journey . . . 

b.r.a.i.n.
Book Readers Association of 
India

#iambond Clubs#joyofreading

Igniting	new	horizons	within	.	.	.	Igniting	reading	revolution	across	
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www.food4thoughtfoundation.org

/.food4thoughtfoundation.orgiambond@.food4thoughtfoundation.org

/iamBond_F4T

1860-123-7323 Save Endangered Stories -  
Food 4 Thought Foundation

http://www.food4thoughtfoundation.org/

